FORECAST 


TODAY SAT SUN 



66°/43° 52°/39° 61°/55° 


Complete forecast, A2 


LIFE 



Between heaven 
and the real world 

It’s a “crazy” day in the life of con¬ 
temporary Christian artist Steven 
Curtis Chapman. Cl 




Prep 
basketball: 
Mars Hill 
boys, 
Phil Campbell 
girls advance 
at Northwest 
Regional. D1 


Friday, February 16,2018 timesdaily.com I f timesdaily ©TimesDaily 


FLU EFFECTS 


Colbert jail limiting visits 


NATION 


Officials identify 
school shooting victims 

When a gunman opened fire with 
an AR-15 at a large high school in 
south Florida, the 17 dead included 
students and school workers, young 
and old. A3 


WEIRD NEWS 


Bull spurs school 
lockdown in Idaho 

URLEY, Idaho - A high school in 
southeast Idaho was briefly placed 
on lockdown after a bull escaped an 
auction yard and stormed past the 
campus. The Times-News reports the 
Black Angus bull rampaged across the 
town of Burley on Tuesday, trampling 
over signs and charging at people 
before arriving at Burley High School. 

Sheriff Jay Heward says the officers 
were not able to capture the bull, so 
the animal was killed in order to keep 
the public safe. He says no gunshots 
were fired on school grounds. The 
Cassia County Sheriff’s Office noti¬ 
fied school officials, who placed the 
campus on lockdown for about 15 min¬ 
utes as officers followed the animal. 

— The Associated Press 


ONLINE 


View gallery 
of photos from 
high school 
basketball at 

TimesDaily.com. 


YOUR OPINION 


Thursday’s question: What do you 
think of Trump’s proposal to cut 
food stamp benefits in half and 
replace them with home-delivered 
food boxes? 

• Agree: 63.0% 

• Disagree: 37.0% 

Today’s question: Do you believe 
it’s too easy for the average person 
to legally purchase an assault 
weapon? Vote at TimesDaily.com. 
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By Tom Smith 

Senior Staff Writer 

With more and more people 
getting the flu and carrying the flu 
germs, law enforcement officials 
in Colbert County have decided 
to stop visitations at the jails for 


the next three weeks. 

“It’s a precaution, not only for 
the clients we have in jail but for 
our staff as well, ” said Tuscumbia 
Police Chief Tony Logan. 

Colbert County Sheriff Frank 
Williamson said signs were 
posted Tuesday stating the no 


visitation rule is effective imme¬ 
diately due to the massive and 
extremely dangerous flu epidemic. 
The order remains in effect through 
March 5. 

Williamson said the decision 
was made after a meeting with law 
enforcement officials, EMA officials 


and representatives of the Colbert 
County Health Department. 

“Flu is widespread, and this is 
strictly precautionary,” said Eliza¬ 
beth Foster, director of the county 
health department. 

SEE FLU, A3 


ALABAMA 243 ACCIDENT 

Phil 

Campbell 
man killed 
in crash 

By Tom Smith 

Senior Staff Writer 

RUSSELLVILLE - A man 
was killed Wednesday evening 
in a one-car accident south of 
Russellville. 

Cpl. Scott Simpson with the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency identified the victim as 
Carl Stephen Mitchell II, 24, of 
Phil Campbell. 

Simpson said the accident 
occurred at 5:30 p.m. on Ala¬ 
bama 243, 12 miles south of 
Russellville. 

Jody Hitt, director of the 
Franklin County Emergency 
Management Agency, said 
Mitchell went by the nickname 
“Too.” 

“He was a good guy and had 
a lot of friends,” Hitt said. “He 
was always joking around and 
no matter where you saw him, 
he had a joke to tell you. 

“This is sad, such a tragic loss. 
He is going to be missed by a lot 
of people.” 

Troopers said the crash was 
near the Franklin 79, Alabama 
243 intersection. 

Reports indicate Mitchell 
was in a 2003 Ford Mustang 
and turned onto Alabama 243 
from Franklin 79 traveling north 
toward Russellville when the car 
left the road and hit a tree. 

Emergency personnel at the 
scene said the car caught fire 
after it struck the tree. 

Authorities said it appeared 
the car left the roadway and went 
airborne, turned around and the 
rear of the car hit the tree. 

Mitchell was pronounced dead 
at the scene by Franklin County 
Coroner Elize Malone. 

“From the severity, it's 
likely that (Mitchell) died upon 
impact,” he said. 

SEE FATALITY, A3 


COLBERT COUNTY 

Shoals capitalizing on 
international tourism 




ABOVE: Members of a Japanese tour group visit Ivy Green, the birthplace and childhood home of Helen Keller. 
About 300 Japanese visitors toured the attraction in 2017. BOTTOM RIGHT: A Japanese tourist studies his guide 
while looking into the cook house at Ivy Green, [russ corey photos/timesdaily] 


By Russ Corey 

Staff Writer 

S ue Pilkilton is not surprised Ivy 
Green, the birthplace and child¬ 
hood home of Helen Keller, 
hosted visitors from 55 countries last 
year, primarily Japan. 

Keller, she said, is extremely popular, even 
revered, in Japan 

“We have always had a lot of foreign visi¬ 
tors because Helen Keller travelled all over the 
world,” said Pilkilton, executive director of the 
home and museum. 

And Japan, she said, is the country Keller 
visited most. 

Colbert County Commissioner David 
Black, who is chairman of the Colbert County 

SEE TOURISM, A3 
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HOME FOR SALE 

151 Ashley Dr., 3 bdrm., 
4.5 ba., corner lot in Cor¬ 
nelius Landing. In ground 
pool, hot tub, $699,000. 
Beth Pirtle, REMAX/ 
TriState 256-762-2701 

Rowe Machinery, Inc. 

seeks Hotshot, OTR, 
Heavy haul, and Team 
Drivers; Certified Diesel 
Mechanic and General 
Shop. Contact Recruiting 
Dept, at 800-833-9137 


YMCAofthe Shoals 

•For youth development 
•For healthy lives 
•For social responsibility 

256-246-9622 

ymcashoals.org 

See More 
in Today’s 
v Classified 

1 Section 

Arbor Village 

Beautiful, brand new 2 
bdrm., 2 ba. apartments. 

256-381-1189 

www.thearborvillage.com. 

You’ll Love it Here! 

University of North 
Alabama 

Job Opportunities 
http://jobs.una.edu 



BUSINESS 


8176 COUNTY ROAD #200 
FLORENCE, AL 

256-764-1852 I 





































































































